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The heat was on in Hereford, Texas at this year’s Spicer Gripp Memorial Roping.  Despite the high 

temperatures, citizens of the cattle town in the Texas Panhandle gave new meaning to small town hospitality.  

Almost a week’s worth of activities surrounded the prestigious roping event including a Beef Carcass Contest, 

BBQ Cook Off, dances with a live band, and the Platinum Sponsors Dinner.  The events were held in 

memoriam of Spicer Gripp, a man cherished by young and old.  He was remembered not only for his dedication 

to the sport of roping, but also his encouragement of the area’s youth in their agricultural and academic 

endeavors.  Pride could only describe Spicer’s feelings as he looked down from his place in heaven on the 

activities of the week.   

 

The goal of the week was to raise money for the Spicer Gripp Memorial Youth Foundation which provides 

West Texas A&M Ag Scholarships and West Texas A&M Rodeo Scholarships.  This year the rodeo scholarship 

was given $25,000 thru Stan Sigman and Santa Cruz Ranches.  In addition, the Ag Scholarship Fund was given 

$15,000 from the Spicer Gripp Committee.   One of the hottest tickets of the week was for the Platinum dinner 

on Wednesday evening.  The excellent prime rib dinner preceded the check presentations and the recognition of 

event sponsors.  Although event sponsors are too numerous to list, two very special people stood out by making 

extraordinary contributions.  Artist and actor, Buck Taylor, donated a painting and Steve Miller of Montana 

Silversmith personally made and donated an exquisite bronze.  Both items were auctioned at the dinner; 

together they brought over $18,000 in additional funds.   

 

The main event of the weekend was the roping.  Spectators had the opportunity to mingle with the big dogs on 

Friday and Saturday nights preceding the ropings at the dance and concert featuring Jake Hooker and the 

Outsiders.  The calf roping on Saturday attracted some of the best ropers in the business.  Four places were paid 

in each of the three full go rounds.  First in each round paid $3,127, second paid $2,345, third paid $1,564, and 

fourth paid $782.  The first round was won by Shay Good who tied his calf in 9.96 seconds.  Second went to 

Monty Lewis with a 10.08.  Bill Snure was third with a 10.12, and Shane Hanchey took the fourth spot with a 

10.95.  Times got tougher in the second round.  Stran Smith showed his remarkable capabilities winning the 

second round with a 9.32.  Fred Whitfield was knocking on his door, placing second with a 9.36.  Kelsey 

Garrison placed third tying his calf in 9.84 seconds, and Hunter Herrin placed fourth stopping the clock at 9.88  
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seconds.  The third round was even more 

challenging.  First went to Cody Ohl who tied 

his calf in 7.86 seconds.  Scott Kormos was 

second with a time of 8.62.  Russell Wells & 

Blair Burke split the third and fourth spots.  

Russell and Blair both tied their calves in 

8.72 seconds each receiving $1,173.  In 

addition to paying four places in each round, 

the Spicer Gripp calf roping paid four places 

in the short go.  Fast time in the short go paid 

$1,563 and went to last year’s champion, 

Adam Gray with a time of 7.94 seconds.  

Second paid Cody Ohl $1,173 for a time of 

8.01 seconds.  Royce Lynch stopped the 

clock in the short go at 8.47 taking home $782 for third place.  Justin Maas collected $391 for the fourth fastest 

time in the short go of 8.51 seconds.  Finally the average checks were presented.  The champion calf roper of 

this year’s Spicer Gripp Memorial Roping was Cody Ohl.  Cody tied his four calves in a total of 37.06 seconds.  

He was presented with a check for $6,254.  Adam Gray’s 39.73 seconds worth of work earned him a second 

place check of $4,691.  Scott Kormos placed third receiving $3,127.  Scott’s total on four was 40.01 seconds.  

$1,565 was paid to Justin Maas for his 41.89 seconds of effort on four. 

 

 

The professional ropers were not the only one’s invited to compete in the Spicer Gripp Memorial Roping Arena.  

The finalists from each age group of the Dummy Roping were allowed to show the crowd their abilities.  The 

three age groups were five and under, six to eight, and nine to twelve.  Prizes provided by Foust, Cactus Ropes, 

Coolhorse, and Western Allee were awarded to the first three places in each age group.  First place in the five 

and under age group was Jordan Lovins.  Second went to Harris Albracht, and third place went to Blake Cody.  

The six to eight age group was won by Colton McCurluy.  Second went to Hays Noland, and third to Haden 

Cape.  Cactus Ropes presented a Junior Goat by Heel-o-matic to Cress Lujan who won the nine to twelve age 

group.  Second place in the nine to twelve age group went to Cole Ward, and Kanan Winders received the third 

place goodies. 

 

 

Forty-two amateur ropers entered this year’s Pro Am Team Roping.  Professional ropers called in early to make 

sure they had a spot with an Amateur.  Both heading and heeling amateurs were awarded the valued prizes.  

Saddles were presented to each of the first place winners, buckles to those finishing second, spurs to third, bits 

to fourth, breast collars to fifth and rope bags to the fast times. In addition, event sponsors added $15,000 for the 

professional ropers.  $300 was paid to the fast time professional header and heeler in each of the three rounds 

and the short go.  The average paid five places to both the professional heelers and headers.  First paid $1,890, 

second paid $1,575, third paid $1,260, fourth received $945, and fifth took home $630.  The teams with amateur 

headers and professional heelers finished as follows:  1
st
 Travis Eldridge & Cory Petska 30.09, 2

nd
  David 

Romley & Travis Graves 31.54, 3
rd

 Al Benson & Caesar de la Cruz 37.15, 4
th

 Leon Labrier & Rich Skelton 

40.60, and 5
th

 Guy Bell & Patrick Smith 48.22.  Teams with professional headers and amateur heelers finished 

as follows:  1
st
  Colter Todd & Zeb Read 37.77, 2

nd
  Trevor Brazile & Willy Kelton  46.22, 3

rd
  Speed Williams 

& Toby Hill 31.55 on three, 4
th

 Charles Pogue & Timmy Ray  21.84 on two, and 5
th

 Trevor Brazile & Todd 

Bradley 23.43 on two. 

 

 

The open team ropers took the arena by storm following Cowboy Church on Sunday morning.  Forty-two teams 

competed for over $80,000.  Two places are paid in each of the first two full go rounds; first paid $1,200 a man, 

and second paid $600 a man.  Turtle Powell and Travis Graves won the first round with a time of 6.62.  The 

second place check was presented to Justin Yost and Jory Levy for their 6.86 second time.  Ropers stepped it up 



a notch in the second round, but nothing could stop Turtle Powell and Travis Graves from clinching another 

first place in the go round with a 5.69.  Billy Stephens and Jaytin McCright received second in the round for a 

time of 6.36 seconds.  The fastest time in the first five rounds was 4.98 seconds; it paid $600 a man and was 

won by JoJo Lemond and Martin Lucero.  The short round was a tough one.  Chad Masters and Jade Corkill not 

only won the short go fast time with a 5.42, but also won the roping by a mere .2 seconds.  They were 42.42 

seconds on six head which earned them $14,160 a piece.  Turtle Powell and Travis Graves each took home a 

second place average check for $10,620.  Matt Tyler and Rich Skelton were 48.50 on six head, placing third and 

earning $7,080 each.  Fourth went to Justin Yost and Jory Levy for their 49.29 seconds of work.  They received 

$3,540 each for their efforts. 

 

 

The steer roping was the final event of the 

weekend.  It paid four places in each of the 

first three full go rounds.  $2,909 was paid to 

first in each round, $2,182 to second, $1,454 

to third, and $727 was paid to fourth.  Brady 

Garten set the pace in the first round, placing 

first with a time of 11.45 seconds.  Rod 

Hartness was second, tying his steer in 11.91 

seconds.  The third place check went to 

Shandon Stalls and his time of 11.92 seconds.  

David Felton rounded out the first go round, 

placing fourth with a time of 12.25 seconds.  

The legend, Guy Allen, collected the first 

place check in the second round with his time 

of 9.90 seconds.  Leo Campbell was second 

with his time of 11.66 seconds.  Rocky Patterson’s 11.72 second run earned him the check for third, and Scot 

Riley took fourth with a time of 11.81 seconds.  The third round got even tougher.  Lawson Plemons won first 

in the round, tying his steer in a smokin’ 9.63 seconds.  Trevor Brazile was second with a 10.16.  Jim Davis 

took the third spot in the round with a 10.88 and Rocky Garnett placed fourth in the round with a 10.96.  Fifteen 

ropers came back to the short round in the steer roping.  The round paid checks to the first four fastest times.  

Rocky Patterson once again showed what he was made of by tying his steer in 10.70 seconds.  He received a 

check for $1,454.  Will Gasperson’s time of 11.26 seconds earned him the second place go round check for 

$1,091.  Third paid $727 and went to Rod Hartness for his time of 11.75 seconds.  Tim Abbott earned the $364 

check for his short round effort of 12.63 seconds.  After the last steer was tied, the average checks were 

presented.  First in the average went to Jarrett Blessing.  Jarrett tied his steers in 56.64 seconds and was 

presented with a check for $5,819.  Brady Garten’s time of 60.49 seconds earned him the second place average 

check for $4,364.  $2,910 went to Rod Hartness for third in the average.  Rod’s total time was 74.56 seconds.  

Larry Duggan ended up fourth in the average.  Larry’s time of 82.84 seconds allowed him to take home a check 

for $1,455. 

 

The two legged athletes were not the only one’s honored in the Spicer Gripp Memorial Roping.  Four horses 

were recognized by the American Quarter Horse Association for their outstanding abilities.  Joe Beaver’s horse 

was selected for the calf roping.  Turtle Powell’s head horse and Travis Gravis’ heel horse were honored for the 

team roping.  The steer roping top horse award went to Chance Kelton’s horse.  These animals worked hard for 

their ropers and certainly deserved the recognition. 

 

As the sun went down on the day, one sponsor who wished to remain anonymous volunteered his thoughts on 

the event.  He stated simply, “These people have built this up to be one of the best ropings in the industry.  The 

individuals who put so much effort into running the Spicer Gripp Memorial Roping are really good people, and 

it’s just good business to be associated with good people.” 

  


